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Lord, Lord [Textual Transcription]

Sea chantey sung by the Negro crew of The Boys, menhaden fishing boat of Mayport,

Florida. Recorded at sea, July 2, 1940, by Robert Cornwall and Robert Cook.

AFS 3891A

LORD, LORD

Ev'ry mail day I gets a letter, Ev'ry mail day I gets a letter. Sinnin son, come home, Lord,

Lord, son, come home.

How can I go when I got no ready-made money? How can I go when I got no ready-made

money? I can't go home, Lord, Lord, I can't go home.

If I just had me one more dollar and a quarter, If I just had me one more dollar and a

quarter. I'd go back home, Lord, Lord, I'd go back home.

I left my baby standin in the back door cryin, I left my baby standin in the back door cryin.

Daddy don't go, Lord, Lord, daddy don't go.

Do you see that dark cloud risin over yonder? Do you see that dark cloud risin over

yonder? It's sign of rain, Lord, Lord, it's sign of rain.

Cap'm, have you heard all your men goin leave you? Cap'm, have you heard all your men

goin leave you? On the next payday, Lord, Lord, on the next payday.

NOTE:

The first line of each verse was sung by a single man, and the entire crew joined in on the

last three lines.


